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Since January 2025, when President D. Trump took office, the United States of America has
undertaken significant changes in their policies and regulations directly impacting its ability
to achieve objectives and goals agreed to by the international community. This transition has
followed the logic of "Energy Dominance" and regulatory restraint, and it is characterized by
the rescission of major climate rules and reforms to accelerate industrial and energy projects
without environmental protection requirements.

On 20 January 2025, the administration issued Executive Order 14154- Unleashing American
Energy which sets the agenda until today (2026) and revoked previous climate-focused orders
(like E.O. 13990 of January 20, 2021, Protecting Public Health and the Environment and
Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis) and directed agencies to eliminate "undue
burdens" on domestic energy production.i The administration issues a National Energy
Emergency Declaration, which was used to facilitate mineral production and coal industry
revitalization efforts throughout 2025.

In a historic move, on 12 February 2025, the Environmental Protection Agency- EPA
issued its Final Rule rescinding the Endangerment Finding, which in 2009, declared that
greenhouse gas emissions endanger public health and safety. This action removed the legal
basis for the EPA to regulate greenhouse gases from motor vehicles under the Clean Air Act.ii
The decision effectively repealed GHG emission standards for light-, medium-, and heavy-
duty vehicles.

The EPA also requested the court to vacate the 2024 revised National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for fine particulate matter, which had lowered the annual concentration
from 12μg/m3 to 9μg/m3. In February 2025, the EPA rescinded the 2024 strengthening of
emissions standards for mercury and other toxic pollutants from power plants Mercury and
Air Toxics Standards), citing a need to re-evaluate the cost-benefit analysis.

To reduce the time required for environmental impact reviews the administration has
undertaken measures of "modernization" of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), which have resulted in weakened environmental protection. Thus, on 25 February
2025, the Council on Environmental Quality- CEQ issued an interim final rule that rescinded
previous NEPA implementing regulations, effective April 2025. This returned the focus to
procedural efficiency over substantive climate analysis.iii

On 7 April 2026, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) finalized its Final Rule adopting
the changes introduced in the Interim Final Rule published on July 3, 2025, which
consolidated seven agency-specific NEPA regulations into a single, department wide
framework, reducing the overall volume of regulations by 66 percent.iv The Department of the
Interior (DOI) also rescinded 80% of its prior NEPA regulations to accelerate approvals for
energy and wildfire mitigation projects.

Policy measures have prioritized the extraction of minerals and fossil fuels on federal lands.
On 27 March 2026, the EPA established biofuel blending mandates (Renewable Fuel



Standard (RFS) "Set 2") for 2026–2027. While it increased volumes for certain biofuels to
support rural economies, it also included a partial waiver of the 2025 cellulosic biofuel
mandate.v

Federal actions have undermined local and state governments’ ability to carry out their
human rights obligations regarding the environment. These federal infringements, and
local/state resistance, are outlined in the appendix. 

In 2025, the Trump administration filed various lawsuits against state attempts to regulate the
climate, arguing it is federal, not state, authority to regulate national emissions and interstate
commerce (i.e. Vermont and New York’s Climate Superfunds; Hawaii and Michigan’s plans
to sue fossil fuel corporations).vi Trump also signed three Congressional Review Act
resolutions banning states from setting higher emission standards than the federal
government.vii 

The Finding of the Environmental Protection Agency rescinding the Endangerment Finding
which, in conjunction with the Clean Air Act, had served as the legal basis for all federal
regulation of greenhouse gases. Not only is this withdrawal a symbolic abandonment of belief
in climate science, but it also removes federal authority to regulate greenhouse gases. 

State authority is now left in a legal grey area. While environmental organizations and states
have made the argument that the EPA’s abdication of authority leaves regulation up to state
discretion, the EPA asserts in its Final Rule that the Clean Air Act “continues to pre-empt”
state authority.viii Either way, it is clear the Trump administration, from every angle possible,
is attacking the nation’s ability to prevent climate change.

The Trump administration has also cut funds for various climate programmes. The Fiscal
Year 2026 budget proposals reflect these policy shifts through significant funding
reallocations. These include a reduction of 23 per cent of the EPA budget, including the
elimination of the Environmental Justice and Atmospheric Protection (Climate) programmes;
109 million USD budget cut for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, impacting Endangered
Species Act enforcement, while it proposes an increment of 14.8 billion USD for the
Department of the Interior- DOI. On October 1st, 2025, the Department of Energy announced
$7.56 billion in cuts to 223 climate projects.ix On February 4th 2026, the Department of
Transportation cut $943 million from various programs, including promoting electric vehicles
and green buses.x On February 6th, 2025, the Federal Highway Administration announced the
suspension of the $5 billion National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure program.xi Trump has
also repeatedly pulled funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and denied
disaster relief.xii His National Security Advisor said state and local governments “often remain
an impediment to their own community’s resilience.”xiii

 Given such explicit federal attacks, states and municipalities have been forced to respond, in
efforts to restore the protection of human rights. These entities have filed an array of lawsuits
against Trump’s actions, met with varying levels of success.

 In one example, after FEMA terminated the Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities program, a coalition of 20 states filed suit. They argued that this withheld
Congressionally appropriated funds and violated core Separation of Powers principles.xiv They



ultimately won, as the court ruled the termination illegal and mandated BRIC’s
reestablishment.xv

 In another, ongoing case, 23 state attorneys general filed suit to force the Trump
administration to unfreeze FEMA funds.xvi Though the court granted requests for a temporary
restraining order blocking the freeze, a preliminary injunction, and an enforcement order, the
Trump administration continually refused to unblock the funding.19

 The Trump administration has not only denied the capacity of federal and state governments
to act on climate matters, but evaded attempts at accountability. It is clear responsibility has
fallen on states to protect human rights, given the federal government’s abandonment of the
climate cause. 
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