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Organization submitting this report:

Taxpayers Against Genocide (TAG) is a grassroots mass movement of thousands of U.S.
taxpayers.

Countless federal taxpayers repeatedly called, emailed, petitioned and peacefully protested their
congressional representatives and U.S. government officials beginning in October 2023, pleading
with them to stop using their tax dollars to fund what had clearly become a genocide in Gaza.
After almost one year of having their Congress members refuse to meet or consider their
constituents’ pleas, a group of Northern California taxpayers formed TAG in fall 2024 and filed
a federal class action lawsuit, arguing that it is illegal to use tax dollars for genocide. The case
was dismissed on February 10, 2025. TAG continues to work for the world we know is possible
— one where workers and families are safe to flourish on a healthy planet free from occupation,
extraction, oppression, apartheid, and exploitation; where leaders are accountable to the people
they serve and not to powerful special interests.

Organizations contributing to this report:

The National Lawyers Guild (NLG) International Committee is part of the oldest multiracial
bar association in the U.S. Its membership includes lawyers, law students, legal workers and
jailhouse lawyers in most states of the U.S. The NLG works “in service to the people to the end
that human rights and the rights of ecosystems are more important than property interests”
(Preamble, NLG constitution, amended 2018) and advocates for implementation of international
human rights in domestic and international fora.
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The International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) is an international legal
organization with sections and members in more than 50 countries. IADL has consultative status
with the UN and ECOSOC and UNESCO. It was established to promote international law and
understanding among lawyers and their associations, and it works to achieve the aims of the UN
Charter. The IADL constitution calls for defending and promoting human and peoples’ rights as
well as integrating international human rights covenants into the national laws of each country.

Organizations endorsing this report:

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) was founded in 1915
during World War I, with Jane Addams as its first president. WILPF is a membership-based
feminist peacebuilding organization with presence and impact around the world. WILPF U.S.
works to achieve through peaceful means world disarmament, full rights for women, racial and
economic justice, an end to all forms of violence, and to establish political, social and
psychological conditions which can assure peace, freedom, and justice for all. WILPF has
consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

CODEPINK is a feminist grassroots organization, founded in 2002, working to end U.S.
warfare and imperialism, support peace and human rights initiatives, and redirect resources into
healthcare, education, green jobs and other life-affirming programs.

Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace was founded by a group of Los Angeles
religious leaders over 23 years ago, in the wake of 9/11, insisting that religious communities
must stop blessing war and violence. ICUJP peace workers are committed to four core
principles: the power of love to overcome hatred; the power of mercy to conquer vengeance; the
celebration of our common humanity and the sacredness of human life; and our calling to build a
just, equitable and peaceful world.

Roots Action, founded in 2011, is dedicated to galvanizing people who are committed to
economic fairness, equal rights for all, civil liberties, environmental protection — and defunding
endless wars. Roots Action mobilizes on these issues no matter whether Democrats or
Republicans control Washington, D.C.

A. INTRODUCTION

1. This report involves U.S. obligations under the United Nations (UN) Charter; Articles 19,
20 and 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR); Articles 9, 19, 21 and



25 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); Article 2 and 5
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racism and
Discrimination (ICERD); Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention; and Articles 11
and III(e) of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
All of these instruments have been ratified by the United States and are therefore
considered the “supreme Law of the Land” under Article VI, Section 2 of the U.S.
Constitution. Further, the prohibition of genocide is recognized as a peremptory norm or
“jus cogens” in international law, meaning it is a fundamental principle from which no
derogation is permitted.”!

The focus of this report is on violations of U.S. obligations by the U.S. Congress and
executive in committing residents’ tax dollars — including those of Palestinian-Americans
whose families have been decimated in Gaza — to support what the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) and International Criminal Court (ICC) as well as Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, Medecins Sans Frontieres and many other human rights
organizations have recognized as an unfolding genocide in Gaza.? Funding what is
known to be an unfolding genocide makes U.S. taxpayers complicit in supporting Israeli
war crimes in Gaza. U.S. funds have also supported violations of the Fourth Geneva
Convention’s prohibition against collective punishment and illegal apartheid system in
Palestine.?

Efforts by TAG and Defense of Children International- Palestine to use the federal courts
to challenge the U.S. government’s support for and use of their tax dollars for genocide
have been systematically dismissed under the judicial doctrines of “political question”
and “standing,” despite Article VI of the U.S. Constitution, which declares ratified
treaties the “supreme Law of the Land.”

Consequently, TAG and other U.S. groups, including the Center for Constitutional Rights
(CCR) and Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN)* have turned to the
international human rights arena to spotlight the U.S. perpetrators complicit in one of the
worst violations of human rights since the U.S. ratified the UDHR and the Genocide
Convention. The fact that these violations are funded by U.S. tax dollars makes taxpayers
complicit in these crimes.

Despite the U.S. declaration in its 2015 UPR report that “We remain committed to
improving implementation of our human rights obligations and commitments, through
laws, policies, programs, training, and other mechanisms,” and the many international
recommendations in past UPRs that the U.S. establish a national human rights institution
to monitor and educate U.S. agencies and judges on their international human rights
obligations,® prior U.S. administrations have failed to follow through. Now, three months
into the current administration, violations of U.S. international law obligations are
escalating daily.

Recent actions of the Trump administration to “withdraw” from the Human Rights
Council, sanction ICC personnel and criminalize anyone who assists in ICC
investigations’ indicate that it will likely disregard its 2025 UPR obligations (as it has
disregarded its obligations to its own Constitution) and its obligations under international
human rights treaties it has ratified.
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As the repression against human rights defenders increases with the recent abduction and
detention and threatened deportation of Columbia University student Mahmoud Khalil
and repression of an increasing number of advocates for ceasefire and Palestinian rights,
this review may be the last opportunity for U.S. civil society to use the UPR forum to
protest the U.S. government’s failure to uphold the human rights instruments it has
signed and ratified.

B. CONGRESSIONAL VOTES APPROPRIATING U.S. TAX DOLLARS TO FUND A
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GENOCIDE.

Since late October 2023, polls have shown that an increasing number of U.S. voters
oppose support for Israel’s war on the Gazan people. Between November 2023 and mid-
March 2024, approval of Israel’s military action in Gaza dropped from 50% to 36%, with
55% disapproving.®

On April 20, 2024, 366 of 433 members of the U.S. House of Representatives voted to
send an additional $26.38 billion to Israel, primarily for military aid.

Three days later, 79 of 100 Senators concurred.’ In doing so, they violated restrictions on
Congress’ spending power in the Constitution, federal laws restricting military assistance
to armed forces known to be violating human rights, the Fourth Geneva Convention
prohibition of collective punishment, the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racism and Discrimination’s prohibition of apartheid,'? and, of course, the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, all of which are
deemed the “supreme Law of the Land” under Article VI of the Constitution.

The April congressional votes were taken in the face of overwhelming evidence that the
Israeli military was carrying out genocide in Gaza with U.S.-provided weapons and
munitions. On January 26, 2024, nearly three months earlier, ICJ had ruled that the
charge of genocide against the Israeli government was plausible and should not be
dismissed, and that the case should proceed for ongoing litigation.'' On February 26,
2024, almost two months before the votes in Congress, the pre-eminent human rights
organization, Amnesty International, issued a report finding that the Israeli government
was committing genocide in Gaza.'? Human Rights Watch made the same finding the
following week.'? Both organizations found that the Isracli government was
systematically starving the people of Gaza by cutting off food aid, water and electricity
and by bombing and military occupation, and was using U.S. weapons to inflict massive
death and destruction on the civilian population of Gaza. On March 24, 2024, almost one
month before the votes in Congress, Francesca Albanese, the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Situation of Human Rights in the Palestinian Territories, issued a comprehensive
report, finding unequivocally that the Israeli government had crossed the “threshold” and
was actively committing genocide in Gaza.'*

The reports and testimonies provided here, offered by UN bodies and rapporteurs, human
rights officials, aid workers, genocide experts and journalists in Gaza, that documented
and demonstrated a genocide was occurring and intensifying in Gaza before Congress
authorized more than $26.38 billion of primarily military aid and weapons sales to Israel,
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are but a small sample of the evidence of the overwhelming evidence of genocide.

In addition to the violation of its international obligations, this allocation of U.S. funds by
Congress for what was clearly known to be a genocide violates the constitutional
restriction in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution that funds are to be allocated only for
debt repayment, “the general welfare” or “common defense.”

Article VI, Section 2 of the Constitution establishes that ratified treaties are the “supreme
Law of the Land.” In 1988, the U.S. government finally ratified the Genocide
Convention, one month after Congress passed the Genocide Convention Implementation
Act of 1987, making genocide a federal crime. Article 3 of the convention established
“complicity in genocide” as a crime. Congress, itself complicit, has made U.S. taxpayers
complicit in the Gaza genocide, as documented in the report America’s Complicity in the
Crime of Genocide in Gaza published by the Research Society of International Law on
May 29, 2024.15

Additionally, by allocating U.S. dollars to fund the genocide in Gaza, Congress is
violating federal statutes, including the Leahy Law, which requires the State Department
to block U.S. assistance to foreign security forces responsible for gross violations of
human rights.'¢ For years, it has been well documented by journalists, human rights
advocates and State Department staff that the U.S. State Department has failed to uphold
the Leahy Law when it comes to U.S. military aid to Israel.!” This failure recently led the
U.S.-based human rights organization Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN) to
file a lawsuit on behalf of Palestinian families under the Administrative Procedures Act,
specifically demanding that the State Department enforce the Leahy Law.!® As Stephen
Rickard, a former State Department official and former senior staff for the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, who helped pass the Leahy Law and worked on and monitored its
implementation for more than a quarter of a century, stated regarding its implementation:
“There is only one country where the Department of State has a 'see no evil, hear no evil'
policy: Israel.”!

Congress is certainly not alone in flouting U.S. and international law by aiding and
abetting the genocide in Gaza. Presidents Biden and Trump and their executive branch
officials have consistently supported the illegal use of U.S. tax dollars and other funds,
justifying Israel’s genocide and war crimes before the UN Security Council as “self-
defense.” The Biden administration fast-tracked weapons sales, authorized billions more
in military aid and consistently used its veto power in the UN Security Council to
undermine any real ceasefire resolution that could have prevented the widespread death
and destruction.

The U.S. is Israel’s biggest supplier, providing an estimated 68% of its foreign-sourced
weapons.2? This Genocide of the Palestinian people is primarily funded by the U.S.
government.?! And now, with the January 2025 ceasefire agreement broken on March 12
by Israel’s renewed blockade of food and water, followed by resumed bombing on March
16, President Trump has enthusiastically supplied $12 billion in additional weapons, and
the U.S. Congress is currently in the process of allocating yet another $8 billion in
weapons sales to Israel.?
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In its first few weeks, the Trump administration rescinded the Biden limit on shipping
2,000-pound bombs and sent billions more in weapons to the Israeli military in time for
the latest assault on Gaza. At the same time, President Trump openly called for a U.S.
takeover of the Gaza Strip for a “beautiful” resort, which would require ethnic cleansing
and removal of the Palestinian population. The idea has been roundly rejected by the
international community and the Palestinian people who have lived there with such
steadfastness for so many years.??

C. TAG LAWSUIT

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

After nearly a year of calling, emailing, protesting outside their offices and attempting to
meet with their congressional representatives to persuade them — to no avail — to stop
funding the genocide in Gaza, human rights advocates throughout Northern California
united to form Taxpayers Against Genocide in fall 2024.

The attached Annex A includes signed statements by TAG plaintiffs, describing their
unflagging but futile efforts to be heard by their congressional representatives. “I
experience grief, trauma, and guilt due to my forced complicity in displacing hundreds of
thousands of people, maiming and orphaning children, and all the other horrors directly
related to his [Congressman Huffman's] vote to send more arms.” TAG class member
Carol Bloom.*

Palestinian TAG Plaintiff, Mama Ganuush said: “Since October 2023, I have lost 211
family members, including my cousin Mohamed Al Ashy, to the ongoing genocide in
Gaza. I reached out to /my congressional representatives] Nancy Pelosi and Alex Padilla
multiple times, begging for their intervention to stop the bloodshed and to help save my
family. Instead of providing support, they ignored my cries for help, voted for additional
funding for weapons, and actively supported policies that further enabled Israel’s
genocidal campaign against Palestinians.”?*

Tarik Kanaana, an American born Palestinian TAG plaintiff shared, “I have witnessed
the destruction of parts of my history and parts of the beautiful culture of which I am a
product. I have witnessed the bombing of hospitals and schools, churches, mosques,
playgrounds, and seaside promenades....By voting to spend my tax dollars to fund and
supply the weapons Israel is using to commit genocide against my own people, Mike
Thompson my representative in Congress has made me complicit in this most brutal and
deadly attack on my people and the destruction of my homeland.”?¢

On December 19, 2024, the TAG taxpayers filed a class action in federal court for the
Northern District of California to challenge the allocation of their tax dollars for military
aid to Israel. They sought a judicial declaration that their Congress members votes to
provide military aid to Israel were illegal and they had made them complicit in the
genocide in Gaza, in violation of Article 3(e) of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, ratified by the U.S. in 1988, which expressly
prohibits “complicity in genocide.”!

The taxpayers’ lawsuit began with 21 named class representatives and over 500 class
members against two elected members of the U.S. House of Representatives, whose
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districts span 10 Northern California counties, for their votes in favor of the April 2024
allocation of $26.38 billion in primarily military aid to Israel in the Israel Supplemental
Security Act.?’

Media attention to the TAG_lawsuit sparked national interest,?® and the number of
plaintiffs kept growing. On January 17, 2025, the lawsuit expanded to 48 class
representatives and nearly 2,000 class members throughout 18 counties in Northern
California, and was amended to include four additional Congress members, including the
two U.S. senators from California who also voted for the funding, and U.S. Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin, who oversaw and carried out the delivery of the weapons.?

The testimonies in the attached Annex A constitute a small sample of the common
experience of people of conscience from across the U.S. chronicling their frustrating
attempts to persuade or even meet with their congressional representatives to discuss their
opposition to funding the genocide. Even “liberal” — on everything but Palestine —
Democrats (like the TAG defendants, Nancy Pelosi and Jared Huffman) failed to
respond.

On January 25, 2025, plaintiffs convened a national webinar for others interested in filing
similar class action lawsuits in their districts; more than 1,100 people from 40 different
states registered, demonstrating the nationwide interest in using the courts to hold U.S.
officials accountable.

TAG’s legal claims against the elected officials were based on their failure to exercise
what’s known as “tax and spend” authority, laid out by Article I, Section 8 of the
Constitution. Funding a known genocide does not qualify as the “general welfare” of
anyone or the “common defense” of America.

The plaintiffs also sought a declaration that the military aid spending legislation was
unconstitutional on grounds it violated the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide, ratified by the U.S. in 1988, and the U.S. Genocide
Convention Implementation Act, both of which prohibit complicity in genocide; and
Article VI, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution: “All Treaties made, or which shall be
made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land;
and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.”

On February 10, 2025, the judge dismissed the TAG lawsuit for lack of jurisdiction,
saying it presented a “political question.” He concluded that he was unable to even
consider the “general welfare” restriction for congressional funding in Article I or
enforcement of the Genocide Convention and its implementing legislation. The TAG
complaint had encountered the same obstacle that other lawsuits challenging U.S. support
for Israel’s illegal actions have: a refusal to entertain the argument, found to be “non-
justiciable under the political question doctrine.”

Ironically, in dismissing the TAG case, the judge cited as precedent the decision in
Corrie v Caterpillar (9th Cir 2007) 503 F3d 974, which involved the murder of U.S.
volunteer Rachel Corrie. Rachel was killed in 2003 by a bulldozer while trying to protect



a Palestinian family home in Gaza from demolition by Israeli soldiers. The bulldozers
had been acquired by the Israeli military in a U.S.-sponsored sale with full knowledge
that they would be used to demolish Palestinian homes, in violation of international law.
Although the case was brought against a private company and despite the Israeli
military’s apparent disregard of a U.S. citizen’s life, the lawsuit was dismissed as
involving a “political question” because the U.S. had paid for the bulldozers and their
sale therefore implicated U.S. foreign policy.

D. POLITICAL QUESTION DOCTRINE

32. Dismissal of the TAG lawsuit came a few months after dismissal of another case in the
same federal district court, brought by a group of NGOs and individuals whose families
were being decimated in the ongoing genocide in Gaza. In Defense for Children
International-Palestine v. Biden, the plaintiffs alleged that the defendants — then-
President Biden, Antony Blinken, then Secretary of State, and Lloyd Austin, then
Secretary of Defense — violated their obligations “to prevent” genocide under customary
international law and Article I of the Genocide Convention; and that the United States’
provision of military, diplomatic and financial support to the Israeli government made it
complicit in genocide in violation of Article III(e) of the Genocide Convention and its
implementing legislation.’® Although the court acknowledged that the evidence provided
may “plausibly constitute a genocide,” it felt compelled to dismiss the lawsuit on the
grounds that it presented “fundamentally non-justiciable political questions.”!

33. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the dismissal, holding that “plaintiffs’
complaint presented nonjusticiable political questions ... grounded in matters committed
to those branches of the government that exercise military and diplomatic prerogatives.”3?

34. The appellate court stated in Corrie v. Caterpillar, Inc, that the political question doctrine
“is primarily a function of the separation of powers. ...[internal citation omitted] The
Supreme Court has indicated that disputes involving political questions lie outside the
Article I jurisdiction of federal courts.”??

35. In fact, unlike the tepid but essential judicial restraint currently being applied to the
Trump administration’s domestic violations,** U.S. courts have consistently invoked the
doctrines of “standing” and “political question” to stand back and permit the president
and Congress to support mass murder in Palestine, with no limit, no remedy and no
accountability under the Constitution, statutes, treaty obligations or international law.
Human rights and constitutional legal limits on federal power are rendered nugatory
when it comes to U.S. support for Israel.

36. Due to the “political question” doctrine and “standing” restrictions, there is essentially no
way American taxpayers, genocide victims or American victims of murder by bulldozer
can use the federal courts and the “supreme Law of the Land” per Article VI, to challenge
U.S. complicity in Israel’s war crimes in Palestine.

E. CITIZENS UNITED and CORRUPTION IN U.S. ELECTIONS
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The United States is a federal republic — and pursuant to the Constitution, representatives
are elected by the people in districts to vote on funding for foreign and domestic matters.
One might think that an option for Americans who seek to challenge their congressional
representatives would be to simply vote them out. But it is abundantly clear that when it
comes to Israel and certain other issues subject to intense lobbying and campaign
funding, such as military spending and weapons provision,*> U.S. elections simply do not
ensure accountability of congressional representatives to the wishes of the majority of
their constituents or to their human rights obligations under international law. (See
attached Annex B for details on lobbying and funding by weapons manufacturers.)

Congress members who criticize Israel are regularly “primaried,” targeted by pro-Israel
organizations and political action committees (PACs) managed by the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), Christians United for Israel (CUFI), Democratic
Majority for Israel (DMFI) and several others. Candidates who fail to toe the line on
Israel are simply shut out of the process. For example, pro-Israel PACs spent a combined
$25 million on ads last year to defeat the most vocal congressional proponents of a
ceasefire in Gaza. Reps. Jamaal Bowman in New York and Cori Bush in Missouri lost
their races in the two most expensive House primary elections in U.S. history.3¢

A Guardian analysis found that U.S. lawmakers who were more supportive of Israel at
the start of the Gaza war received over $100,000 more on average from pro-Israel donors
in their last election than those who backed Palestine. The analysis compared campaign
contributions to members of Congress with their statements on the war through mid-
November. About 82% supported Israel, while only 9% backed Palestine. Pro-Israel
lawmakers averaged $125,000 in donations; pro-Palestine lawmakers averaged $18,000.
Over $58 million of pro-Israel donor contributions went to current Congress members,
and all but 33 received donations.?’

Then-majority leader/now minority leader Chuck Schumer and former House
Speaker/now Rep. Nancy Pelosi close ties with Israel and support for Israel’s genocide
must be viewed in the context of the financial contributions they receive from the pro-
Israel lobby. The Open Secrets research organization has calculated that they had
received $1,727,974 and $617,270 respectively from the pro-Israel lobby from 1990 to
November 2024 .38

Not surprisingly, Schumer and Pelosi led the Democratic Party support in the April 2024
vote for $26.8 billion in mostly military aid for Israel’s ongoing genocide in Gaza. This is
in addition to the $3.8 billion Israel receives every year, more than any other recipient of
U.S. military aid. In the final House vote 366 representatives out of 433 supported the
aid. Three days later, 79 of 100 Senators concurred.*

Former House Speaker Pelosi’s disdain for her constituents is on record. She made untrue
and harmful accusations about her protesting constituents as “antisemitic” and accused
them of working for China and Russian President Putin.*’ “For them to call for a
ceasefire is Mr. Putin’s message,” she said in January 2024. “Make no mistake, this is
directly connected to what he would like to see.”*! On October 7, 2024, Pelosi remarked
on her website, “America stands unwaveringly with the Israeli people and supports the
right of Israel to defend herself.”*?
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Understanding how the 2010 Supreme Court decision in Citizens United fundamentally
altered the extent to which elected representatives are and must be responsive to their
constituents’ demands, is crucial to this report’s assertions— that redress for opposition to
U.S. complicity in genocide is unavailable. The ability of corporations and individuals to
influence U.S. elections and elected officials has evolved dramatically since the early
20th century. In 1907, Congress passed the Tillman Act to bar direct contributions from
corporations to electoral candidates.** To avoid this ban, corporations formed PACs
funded by donations from stockholders and employees that contributed directly to a
politician or political party. Congress enacted legislation in 1971 to limit PAC
contribution amounts and require disclosure.* In 1978, the Supreme Court decided that
corporate contributions to ballot initiative campaigns constituted protected free speech
but noted that it was not establishing a comparable right regarding candidates for political
office.®

In the sharply divided 2010 opinion Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission
(2010) 558 U.S. 310), the Supreme Court overturned prior decisions and allowed
unlimited corporate spending for elections on the grounds of “corporate free speech.”

Shortly thereafter, the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals relied on Citizens United to rule that
individual contribution limits to PACs for “independent expenditures” (spending “not
made in concert or cooperation with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate,
candidate’s campaign, or political party”) are also unconstitutional under the First
Amendment.*¢

These two decisions led to the rise of “super PACs,” which can receive unlimited and
undisclosed contributions for electoral candidates from corporations and individuals alike
and are not subject to the same disclosure requirements as other PACs, as long as they do
not coordinate with the candidate. As recognized in the dissenting opinion in Citizens
United, corporations now have legal sanction to corrupt and undermine U.S. democracy
by spending untold amounts of money on elections while keeping the sources of the
funding in the dark.

What this history demonstrates is that the U.S. electoral system has been corrupted by
secret funding and provides no effective accountability for citizens and taxpayers who
seek to avoid complicity in genocide, apartheid and war crimes and implement their
country’s obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law. Now that
the country is in the grip of a “trifecta” of control (all three branches of government,
including both houses of Congress) by forces that simply deny U.S. international human
rights obligations altogether, voters who oppose U.S support for genocide and apartheid
(the majority) are left with no remedy but marching in the streets and shaming their
leadership in international fora.*’

F. PROTEST AND REPRESSION AND USE OF FEDERAL FUNDING TO COERCE
UNIVERSITIES TO SUPPRESS CAMPUS SPEECH ASSERTING PALESTINIAN
RIGHTS.
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As the Gaza genocide proceeds apace, even marching in the streets and speaking out at
protests and in the media have become dangerous for those who protest the use of their
tax dollars for genocide and seek to defend the rights of Palestinians. Trump’s January
2025 executive order on “Additional Measures to Combat Antisemitism” marks a
dangerous escalation in this trend. The order directs multiple federal agencies to
“prosecute, remove, or otherwise hold to account the perpetrators of unlawful anti-
Semitic harassment and violence.” Universities and jurisdictions all over the U.S. have
been pressured with loss of federal funding if they fail to crack down on political protest
and fail to use the contested IHRA (International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance)
redefinition of antisemitism in dismissing and sanctioning students and faculty for their
protests and speech, inaccurately conflating criticism of Israel’s oppression of
Palestinians with hatred of Jews.*® The “Palestine exception” to free speech is
jeopardizing the human right to free expression and the academic freedom that
Americans cherish.

Frequently brutal repression suffered by peaceful protesters of the Gaza genocide
between October 7 and December 31, 2023, was documented in a comprehensive report
by the respected human rights law firm Palestine Legal, Reverberations of October 7:
Mobilization Against Genocide Undeterred by Peak Anti-Palestinian Repression.® Since
then, as Palestine Legal notes, the repression has only escalated with the escalation of the
Gaza genocide.

The report comes as universities continue to summon state, local, and
campus police to brutally crack down on student activists on a scale not
seen in decades. Within the last month alone, university administrators
called in law enforcement to_arrest over 3.000 students. professors, and
solidarity activists on more than 80 campuses. ... In recent weeks, as
student-led demonstrations in support of Palestinian freedom continue
undeterred in the form of encampments and sit-ins on campuses across
the country, the repression has also grown in severity. Students and
supporters are confronting mass arrests, threats of expulsion, evictions,_
brutal police crackdowns, Zionist mob violence, as well as dangerous
Zionist lawfare efforts targeting students and other advocacy as 'support
for terrorism.*°

In a joint letter on October 31, 2024, to U.S. universities and colleges, Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch and the American Civil Liberties Union expressed
concern over this ongoing pattern of repression.’' The letter documents reports of illegal
and violent repression, stating that “student protesters were often met with police in full
body armor who used physical force, including batons, kinetic impact projectiles such as
rubber bullets and foam tipped rounds, and chemical irritants such as pepper spray and, in
at least three instances, tear gas.” The letter also quotes the UN special rapporteur on
education, who said during an official visit to the U.S. in May 2024:

I am deeply troubled by the violent crackdown on peaceful
demonstrators, arrests, detentions, police violence, surveillance and
disciplinary measures and sanctions against members of the educational
community exercising their right to peaceful assembly and freedom of

12


https://theappeal.org/prosecutors-charges-protesters-arrested-gaza-colleges-april/
https://theappeal.org/prosecutors-charges-protesters-arrested-gaza-colleges-april/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/28/us/student-protests-universities-israel-gaza/index.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/students/free-speech/2024/04/15/punishments-rise-student-protests-escalate
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/student-arrests-expulsions-evictions-at-colleges-palestine-protests
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/gaza-protests-colleges-violent-cops-1235012276/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/gaza-protests-colleges-violent-cops-1235012276/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/uclas-unholy-alliance/?utm_source=Boston+Review+Email+Subscribers&utm_campaign=1948caccf2-ourlatest_5_18_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2cb428c5ad-1948caccf2-41276738&mc_cid=1948caccf2
https://theintercept.com/2024/05/10/october-7-survivors-lawsuit-palestine-hamas-sjp-protests/

51.

52.

53.

54.

55

expression. ... These attacks signal a concerning erosion of intellectual
freedom and democratic principles within educational settings.>?

The repression is clearly intensifying under the Trump administration, starting with the
abduction and temporary disappearance and ongoing detention of Palestinian permanent
resident (green card holder), graduate student, advocate for Palestinian rights and peace
negotiator at Columbia University, Mahmoud Khalil, on March 8, 2025. As Khalil’s
(U.S. citizen) wife was nearing the due date for the birth of their first child, he was
whisked off to an ICE detention prison in Louisiana, 1,300 miles from their home.>? He
languishes there as of this date, while the Trump Department of “Justice” fights his
habeas corpus petition. The secretary of state and attorneys for the Trump administration
have justified Khalil’s treatment by citing a seldom-used provision in a McCarthy-era
immigration statute that allows the secretary of state to deport a legal immigrant “whose
presence or activities in the United States the Secretary of State has reasonable grounds
would have potentially serious adverse foreign policy consequences.”>* The law provides
for no check on such “determination” — and ironically, the law was found to be
unconstitutional in 1996 by U.S. District Judge Maryanne Trump Barry, the late sister of
President Trump.> The abuses of the McCarthy era and the infamous “black sites” of the
Afghanistan and Iraq wars have apparently resurfaced inside today’s United States.

Shortly after Khalid’s abduction, President Trump announced that it was the first of
“many to come.” And indeed, every day there are more reports of arrests, detentions,
denials and removals of visas of individuals who have expressed opposition to U.S.
support for the Gaza genocide, including Badar Khan Suri and Rumeysa Ozturk, to name
just two.%® On March 20, 2025, nine UN special rapporteurs issued a demand at a
UNHRC press conference that the U.S. government stop persecuting Mahmoud Khalil
and others who peacefully protest U.S. support for the genocide in Gaza.>’

The government repression and targeting of those who speak out about the ongoing
genocide has created a chilling effect on this very UPR submission. In fact, six of the
TAG plaintiffs, including several naturalized citizens, who made statements for Annex A
have withdrawn them, and one of the endorsing organizations withdrew for fear of
retaliation.

Perhaps more serious for the free speech and academic freedom rights of students and
faculty is the Trump administration’s newly unleashed extortionate threat to withhold
essential federal funding from universities if they don’t militarize their campuses and
adopt the widely disputed IHRA redefinition of antisemitism. Mahmoud Khalil’s campus,
Columbia University, was the first to feel the hammer, threatened with an immediate
cutoff of $400 million in federal grants and research funds. Within days, the university
administration caved to the Trump administration’s demands. The administration
announced plans to repeat the extortion on 60 campuses that it asserts haven’t cracked
down enough on anti-genocide protests.

. A dangerous precedent is being established — in full violation of the U.S. Constitution,

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights — that the United States, one of the original signatories and authors of the
UDHR, can arbitrarily abduct, arrest, detain and deport legal residents simply on the basis
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of their peaceful expression of opposition to genocide — and use the threat of losing U.S.
funds to coerce university administrations, students and faculty into compliance with
repressive policies and other flagrant violations of international and domestic law.

G. CONCLUSION

56.

57.

58.

59.

With insurmountable obstacles to accountability in the U.S. electoral and judicial systems
and an increasing disregard of international human rights and humanitarian law by the
U.S. government, intervention and oversight by the UN Human Rights Council is
urgently needed to challenge U.S. repression and the impunity of U.S. legislators and
officials for aiding and abetting genocide with U.S. tax dollars.

U.S. military and diplomatic support for the genocidal destruction of Gaza and the
apartheid regime in the occupied Palestinian territories is widely condemned by people of
conscience and international bodies. In March 2025, a report was issued to the Human
Rights Council by the UN Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territories
on the systematic use of sexual, reproductive and other gender-based violence by Israeli
security forces since October 7, 2023. The report found that the targeted destruction of
reproductive healthcare facilities — including the destruction of 4,000 frozen embryos — is
further evidence of the genocidal intent of Israel to eliminate the Palestinian population in
Gaza.>

In submitting this report, TAG, NLG, IADL and our endorsing organizations join with
the chorus of voices across the U.S. and internationally, Jews, Palestinians and all who
are compelled to expose and fight against genocide: Not in our name, never again!

Recommendations to the U.S. government

Stop funding genocide and war crimes in violation of U.S. and international law;

Stop prosecuting, persecuting, deporting and threatening advocates for Palestinian self-
determination and protesters against genocide;

Institute effective judicial safeguards against U.S. funding and support of genocide and
war crimes;

Establish a National Human Rights Institute to train legislators, judges and federal
agency directors in international humanitarian and human rights law and the supremacy
of all U.S.-ratified human rights treaties under Article VI of the U.S. Constitution;

Honor the principles of academic freedom: Stop pressuring universities to police the
protected speech of faculty and students; and do not threaten to cut funding in pursuit of a
political agenda that violates international law;

Take all necessary measures to ensure independent and effective oversight of U.S. treaty
obligations;

Sign and ratify the Rome Statute for the International Criminal Court, eliminate sanctions
against court personnel and encourage cooperation with ICC investigations.
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